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Low-rent landlords snub rules city set in crackdown 


City of Dallas code inspector Diana Conde takes a photo of a repair that was done to the eaves as she conducts 


UPDATE | DALLAS RENT HOUSES 


Louis 


an inspection of a single-family home in Hamilton Park. 


Breaking the code 


By TRISTAN HALLMAN 
and JULIETA CHIQUILLO 
Staff Writers 


Mildew is growing under 
Courtney Turner’s sink. The 
floor in the dining room is 
uneven. She says the heater 
doesn’t work. 

Turner keeps the Oak Cliff 
home tidy. She fusses at her 
kids for leaving crumbs on 
the couch in the living room, 
where she’s arranged fam- 
ily portraits along with her 
8-year-old son’s track trophy. 

She gets a trade-off for the 
substandard conditions. In a 
city where the median single- 
family home rent is $1,600, 
Turner pays just $670. 

But Turners bargain 
wasn’t supposed to be the 
situation anymore. 

Last year, hoping to im- 


DeLuca/Staff Photographer 


prove living conditions 
for renters, the Dallas City 
Council voted to crack down 
on negligent owners of sin- 
gle-family rental homes. But 
since the rules took effect in 
January, the vast majority of 
low-rent landlords have sim- 
ply ignored the city. 

Only a fraction have even 
bothered to take the first 
step required under the new 
rules — registering their 
properties as rentals. 

That means tens of thou- 
sands of rental homes re- 
main all but hidden in plain 
sight from Dallas code in- 
spectors who would be em- 
powered to proactively check 
that the homes are properly 
heated and cooled, that the 


see TENANTS Page 20A kitchen sink. 


Rex C. Curry/Special Contributor 
Courtney Turner said her landlord recently repaired 
a water leak that caused mildew to grow under her 
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CEDAR HILL 


Officials own 


property in 
city tax zone 


They deny conflict, say fast-growing North Texas, the 

law foll d.b council would create a special 
state aw tollowed, ut ESD EREE OS RES 
didn’t heed own policy entice an estimated $160 mil- 
and disclose holdings lion in new development and 


boost property values in the 
center of town. 
The six council members 


By MILES MOFFEIT 
and SUE AMBROSE 


bale Hiner swiftly approved the measure. 
. But they didn’t tell the pub- 
CEDAR HILL — City tic that several town officials 


Council members sat in their 
usual perches last Decem- 
ber underneath a giant, star- 
shaped chandelier. The man- 
ager of this town southwest of 
Dallas ran through the agenda 
and mentioned one item he 
called a “biggie.” 

Indeed it was big: a plan 
to pump millions of future tax 
dollars into street, water and 
sewer improvements for Cedar 
Hill’s sagging downtown. Like 
many other communities in 


— including the mayor — and 
their families owned at least 
25 properties inside the zone, 
an investigation by The Dallas 
Morning News found. 

The zone’s boundaries loop 
around a 30-acre goat farm 
and other properties owned 
by the family of Councilman 
Chris Parvin, including his 
White Rhino Coffee shop. Also 


see HOLDINGS Page 22A 


BRIAN LONCAR ESTATE 


Fight pits family 
vs. county judge 


Jenkins denies trying to Judge Clay 
ak fi . : Jenkins — of 
take over firm, ignoring aede mnie 
late attorneys wishes ing Loncar’s 
wishes and 

By NAOMI MARTIN trying to take 


Staff Writer 
nmartin@dallasnews.com 


over the lu- 
crative Lon- 
car law prac- 
tice while taking advantage of 
grieving family members. 
Jenkins called the allega- 
tions false and said he’s doing 
the best he can for Loncar’s 
heirs. In an interview, Jenkins’ 


BRIAN 
LONCAR 


When super-lawyer Bri- 
an “the Strong Arm” Loncar 
died last year, he left an estate 
worth tens of millions of dol- 
lars, if not more. 

Now, a close friend and 
some family members of Lon- 
car’s have accused the estate's 


executor — Dallas County See FAMILY Page 21A 


HURRICANES’ AFTERMATH 


Fix sought for swamped 
flood insurance program 


Calls grow to do more than pump 
cash into broke and broken system 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


In August, when Hurricane Harvey was 
bearing down on Texas, David Clutter was in 
court, trying one more time to make his in- 
surer pay his flood claim — from Hurricane 


Sandy, five years before. 


Clutter’s insurer is the federal govern- 
. ment. As it resists his claims, he has been 
- forced to take out a third mortgage on his 


house in Long Beach, N.Y., to pay for repairs 
to make it habitable for his wife and three 
children. He owes more than the house is 
worth, and his flood-insurance premiums 
just went up. 

The government-run National Flood Insur- 
ance Program is, for now, virtually the only 
source of flood insurance for more than 5 mil- 
lion households in the United States. This hur- 
ricane season, as tens of thousands of Ameri- 
cans seek compensation for storm-inflicted 


See TAXPAYERS Page 11A 


ARTHRITIS CARE 3% 
of Texas. 7 af 
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Time to fall back 


Did you remember to set your 
clocks back one hour? 


NATION 

Clinton not for president? 
Former DNC head Donna Bra- 
zile’s new book reveals that she 
contemplated replacing Hillary 
Clinton as the 2016 presidential 
nominee. 4A 


Also: The two Bushes who 
served in the White House see 
the president as the bane of the 
GOP, a new book says. 9A 


Near-record warmth 


D 


H 87 
L 69 


BUSINESS 

A philanthropist reflects 
At 94, philanthropist Carolyn 
Rose Hunt reflects on business 
acumen, family, Larry Hagman 
and eating her vegetables. 
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Cheryl Hall, 1D Metro, back page 
HEALTHY LIVING INSIDE 

Don’t let work ruin Sunday Lottery 2A Personal Tech 3D 
How to tackle that feeling of in Depth 3A Puzzles %0 
melancholy or anxiety that Nation 48-10, 14A TV 9E 
strikes many of us on Sunday World DIA Jobs Sec J 
afternoon as the weekend winds Weather 10B Travel Sec K 
down and Monday morning Obituaries 6-8B Editorials 2P 
looms. 1F Sports TV 2C Letters 2-3P 
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Parade’s new direction 
Two Gulf War vets will serve 
as grand marshals of Friday’s 
Veterans Day parade as the 
event honors a younger 
generation. 1B 
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Non-Surgical Relief 
from Knee Pain. 
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